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CITY COUNCIL TO HEAR
UM HOUSING POLL RESULTS
~1I SSOULA--

Results of a poll conducted by the Associated Students of the University of

~fontana

(ASill1) in early December 1971 \vill be presented to the 1issoula City Council in 1arch when
the issue of establishing a housing authority will be brought up again.
The

of the poll will be used as a basis for an argument to establish the housin

result~

authority, said Tom lozer, chairman of the off-campus housing committee of ASill1.
"If they have

another public hearing at a City Council meeting, we will testify as we

did at the last public hearing on housing," said 1ozer.
"Before, we didn't have as much information as we do now.

We were just speaking with

individual opinions rather than as a group with statistics to back us up.

Now we have those

~t?tjstics."

Mozer said KGVO is setting up a program on housing and has asked ASUM members to participate.
In a report detailing the results of the poll it was shO\vn that 735 units are occupied
by 1,724 students.
A total of 1,724 students responded to the poll.

They pay a total of $85,393 a month

=or rent and approximately $1,000,000 for utilities and rent a year.

On the average, each

adult in the household pays $53.60 a month for rent and utilities, according to the report.
Almost all of the students who answered the poll are upperclassmen or adults over
the age of 19.

A total of 285 of the respondents are married students with ·a total of

129 children.
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In an effort to determine whether or not there is a serious shortage of housing ,
tenants were asked how long it took to find a place to rent.

th ~

Thirty-four per cent stated

that it took more than one month to secure a rental unit.
Another problem that was brought out by the poll was that the housing is overcrowded.
On the average, there are about 1.65 rooms per person and 0.77 bedrooms per person.

Ac-

cording to Housing Code Standards, each bedroom should have 150 square feet in order to be
occupied by two people and smaller bedrooms should have only one person per bedroom.
~1ost

of the bedrooms in the survey are of the smaller variety and thus should be occupie<

by only one person.

About 55 per cent of the units have less than one bedroom per adult.

Considering the size of these bedrooms, many of the units have overcrowded conditions, according to the report.
An effort was made to determine how many of the units were considered by the tenants to
be a direct threat to health or safety; 34 per cent of the tenants considered their units to
be a hazard to health or safety.
In assessing their own housing condition, 60 per cent of the respondents said they considered it good, 30 per cent fair and 10 per cent poor.

According to Mozer, this indicates

that at least 10 per cent are dissatisfied with their housing conditions and would probably
move if they could.
The report said that the University plans to build no new housing on campus within the
next 5 to 10 years and the present on-campus housing is now full.

Therefore, any increase

in the student populations must be absorbed by the Nissoula community.
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